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Dear Ms. Schulze-Haugen,

Cape Cod National Seashore has been working in collaboration with Massachusetts Division of

Marine Fisheries, the Atlantic White Shark Conservancy, towns on the outer Cape, and south

shore as part of a regional shark work group since the fall of 2A12. This group has been

dedicated to educating ourselves and the public on how to safely recreate in waters where white

sharks are feeding on seals close to shore. We have been very successful bringing the

community together and using the best science to better understand shark behavior. Our number

one concern is the public safety of the millions of visitors who visit our beaches each year.

The Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries has been conducting a long term white shark

population study. Given the high profile nature of the white shark and the public safety and

conservation implications of this study, the work was designed to ensure the statistical soundness

of their results.

I recently was told that a permit has been issued by NOAA allowing OCEARCH to tag white

sharks off of Massachusetts in what fund raising initiatives title as "Cape Cod Expedition". It is

my understanding that last year OCEARCH returned to the east coast of the US to assist a

number of Scientists with their ongoing shark research activities on a variety of species and

offered to assist the MA Division of Marine Fisheries with their population study. In a letter

from the Director of MA Division of Marine Fisheres, the agency declined OCEARCH's offer in

December of 2015 because of the intensive and sensitive nature of the ongoing population sfirdy.



To maintain the integrity of the population study and not compromise the sensitive nature of the
work, I respectively ask you to reconsider permitting OCEARCH to tag white sharks off
Massachusetts.

Cape Cod National Seashore alone has over 4 million visitors per year and an estimated 1 million
swim and/or recreate in the waters offour shores. The data from the population study has a
direct impact on the public safety decisions that are made at the seashore. We cannot support
any operation that may affect the soundness of the population study.

Sincerelv.

George E. Price, Jr.
Superintendent


